The normal rate of sickness benefit is to be increased to 15s. for men and 12s. for women. Disablement benefit is to be at the rate of 7s. 6d. a week for both men and* women, and maternity, benefit is to be increased from 30s.
to ?2.
Sanatorium benefit is to be removed from the Acts, the treatment (other than domiciliary) of tuberculosis, both among the insured and the uninsured, being recognised as falling "within the province of the local authorities.
A State system of medical referees is to be established, towards the cost of which the societies will make a small contribution by way of payment per case referred. The increased contributions, together with the consequential increase in the Exchequer contributions, will, in addition to providing for the increases in the rates of cash benefits, enable a larger sum than hitherto to be made available towards meeting the increased cost of medical benefit.
It is not clear whether this increased cost of medical benefit includes the extra fees to the doctors. Presumably,, it does not, seeing that the arbitration has yet to be effected.
